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Categorical Exclusion 1

A. Background

NEPA ID No: DOI-BLM-NV-E030–2015–0012–CX

BLM Office: Wells Field Office

LLNVE0300

Prepared by: Kristine Dedolph

Lease/Serial/Case File No.: SRP NV 0300–15–03

Type of Action (Subject Code): 2930

Location of Proposed Action: Elko County — Wells Field Office, Elko District BLM

Applicant: Bert Fox, We Ride LLC

Description of Proposed Action: We Ride, LLC has applied for a Special Recreation Permit
(SRP) pursuant to 43 CFR 2932 in order to conduct UTV-ATV tours as part of an event in
conjunction with the City of Wells, NV. The event will take place from 6/18/2015 to 6/21/2015
and is limited to 100 paid registrants. The purpose of this project is to grant access to BLM
managed lands in order for We Ride, LLC to conduct their event. The need is derived from the
1985 Wells RMP (as amended) that permits competitive and commercial recreation events such as
recreational tours within the resource area. BLM has legal authority over this matter through the
Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), 43 CFR 2932 (Special Recreation Permits).

The proposed action is for We Ride, LLC is to conduct recreational UTV rides to “introduce
people to recreation opportunities available in Northeastern Nevada and bring people to Wells as
a destination” along existing routes, with some rides having a designated leader. The event will be
staged at Wells City Park, with participants being fed there as well. Participants will be lodged in
motels and RV parks in Wells, Nevada. Participants will be divided into small groups of vehicles,
which will then tour designated routes around Wells. Routes will be mostly existing two-track or
improved dirt roads, crossing over BLM—administered lands. (see map). Trash and sanitation
(“porta-potties”) will be placed along the routes as needed. The tours will be conducted at slow to
moderate speeds (non-competitive recreation) and minimal impacts to local and area resources
are anticipated. The proponent is responsible for route rehabilitation as stipulated in the SRP (see
Stipulations) as well as other design features to mitigate potential impacts.

B. Land Use Plan Conformance

Land Use Plan Name: Wells RMP

Date Approved/Amended: 7/16/1985

C. Compliance with NEPA:

The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with BLM Categorical Exclusion pursuant to
516 DM 11.9.
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2 Categorical Exclusion

H. Recreation Management

1. Issuance of Special Recreation Permits for day use or overnight use up to 14 consecutive
nights; that impacts no more than 3 staging area acres; and/or for recreational travel along roads,
trails, or in other areas authorized in a land use plan. This CX cannot be used for commercial
boating permits along Wild and Scenic Rivers. This CX cannot be used for the establishment or
issuance of Special Recreation permits for “Special Area” management (43 CFR 2932.5)

This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary
circumstances potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. The
proposed action has been reviewed, and none of the extraordinary circumstances described in
516 DM 2 apply.

D. Conclusion and Signature

Based upon this review, I have determined that the Proposed Action, as described, is in
conformance with the land use plan and meets the criteria for the selected CX. There is no
potential for significant impacts. Therefore, the action is excluded from further environmental
analysis and documentation.

/s/ Bryan A. Mulligan 5/13/2015

Bryan Mulligan
Acting Wells Field Office Manager

Date

Contact Information

For additional information concerning this CX review, contact:
Kristine Dedolph
Outdoor Recreation Planner
Wells Field Office
3900 E. Idaho St.
Elko, NV 89801
(775) 753–0357
kdedolph@blm.gov

* NOTE A separate decision document must be prepared for the action covered by the CX.
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Categorical Exclusion 5

Each of the following questions must be answered negatively, with concurrence from all resource
specialists participating on the interdisciplinary team (IDT), before this CX may be approved
(516 DM).

Table 2.1. Screening for Extraordinary Circumstances

Resource Concerns Yes No
1. Will this project have significant adverse effects on public health or safety? X
2. Will this project adversely affect such unique geographic characteristics as: (a) historic
or cultural resources; (b) park, recreation or refuge lands, wilderness areas, wild or scenic
rivers; (c) sole or principal drinking water aquifers; (d) prime farmlands, wetlands, flood
plains, or (e) ecologically significant or critical areas, including those listed on the
Department of the Interior’s National Register of Natural Landmarks?

(a) X

(b) X

(c) X

(d) X

(e) X
3. Will this project have highly controversial environmental effects? X
4. Will this project have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects
or involve unique or unknown environmental risks? X

5. Will this project establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in
principle about future actions with potentially significant environmental effects? X

6. Will this project be related to other actions with individually insignificant but
cumulatively significant environmental effects? X

7. Will this project have adverse effects on properties listed or eligible for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places? X

8. Will this project have adverse effects on species listed or proposed for listing on the
Threatened or Endangered Species List, or have adverse effects on designated Critical
Habitat for these species?

X

9. Will this project require compliance with Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain
Management),Executive Order 11990 (Protection of Wetlands), or the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act?

X

10. Will this project threaten to violate a Federal, State, local or tribal law or requirement
imposed for the protection of the environment? X

11. Will this project limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal
lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical
integrity of such sacred sites? (Executive Order 13007— Sacred Sites)

X

12. Will this project contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of
noxious weeds or non-native species known to occur in the area or actions that may
promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species?

X

Table 2.2. Reviewer Comments and Concurrence

Resource Specialist Name Comments Initials Date
AFM- Non-
Renewables

Puentes None /s/ EP 5/6/2015

AFM- Renewables Moore None provided stipulations
are followed.

/s/ JDM 4/23/2015

Air/Hydrology/Soils Dean See attached memo. /s/ MD 3/16/2015
Archaeology Allen D.5 & D.6, CRINA /s/ GWA 3/26/2015
Cultural Resources Allen D.5 & D.6 /s/ GWA 3/26/2015
Environmental
Justice

Mulligan None /s/ BAM 5/13/2015

Fisheries Wood None /s/ BDW 3/12/2015
Health and Safety Mulligan None /s/ BAM 5/13/2015
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Native American
Concerns

Allen None /s/ GWA 3/26/2015

NEPA Dobis No Concerns /s/ TKD 5/4/2015
Range Management/
Grazing

Moore None providing
stipulations are followed.

/s/ JDM 4/23/2015

Recreation Dedolph /s/ KMD 3/10/2015
Weeds Cisney See Below /s/ SC 3/31/2015
Wild Horses &
Burros

Thompson No Concerns /s/BT 3/27/2015

Wildlife
Lands Morales No Concerns /s/ MVM 3/26/2015

Comments- Weeds Section/ Cisney

● Ensure vehicles, ATV & UTV are free of dirt, debris, & plant parts (with particular attention
to undercarriage & moving parts) prior to coming on BLM lands as indicated in the Special
Recreation Permit Stipulations under general stipulations #19 (p. 8) & under Special
Stipulations #51 (p. 10). This also applies to equipment.

● Avoid traveling, camping, & set-up/staging in weed infestations.

Content of Hydrologist Mark Dean’s Memo:

I have reviewed the subject CX and make the following recommendations.

1. The ride is occurring during a time of exceptional drought. As such, road conditions may be
poor resulting in areas of deep “bug dust” ruts. Areas that are susceptible to rutting will be
inspected by BLM no more than two weeks before the ride and the ride will not be permitted
in areas where the BLM thinks it will result in creation or deepening of ruts.

2. Participants will not be permitted to drive outside of disturbed areas to avoid road dust areas.
Elevated dust will likely occur as a result of exceptional drought conditions within the ride
area, and participants may attempt to drive on undisturbed areas adjacent to roads to avoid
dust creation. To reduce the probability of off road travel, all rides must be accompanied by
event leaders, and all participants must be informed of rules regarding on-route travel.

3. The ride will meet the definition of the defined CX only if it occurs entirely within existing
routes. To ensure this occurs, the BLM should conduct an inspection before the ride
occurs and ensure that all designated routes are on existing routes where travel is a regular
occurrence. The BLM will mark all routes and non-routes with carsonite posts. The BLM
will inspect the routes following the ride and assess the level of compliance.
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